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Site: AM S Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

Am stad National Recreation Area will realize its nandated nission as prescribed inits
enabling legislation to provide the best water based recreation facilities and

educati onal opportunities possible to its visitors. Using the current and best
avai | abl e energi ng technol ogi es, business practices and through the coll aborative and
cooperative efforts of its friends groups and associations, |ocal community, county,
and state sharehol ders, we will provide an unexcelled visitor experience worthy of its
resour ces.

Am stad National Recreation Area offers a diverse array of water- and | and-based
recreational opportunities, including fishing, boating, house boating, sailing,

wat er ski i ng, scuba diving, hunting, canping, hiking, wildlife observation, and

hor seback riding. Amstad offers waterfow , upland bird, turkey, and deer hunting.

Ami stad National Recreation Area and the surrounding region are hone to one of the nost
extensi ve concentrations of rock art and archeol ogical sites in North Anerica.

Am stad National Recreation Area has gained a reputation for being a world class Bl ack
Bass fishery, in large part due to nationally televised professional tournanents. This
year we are on track for a 75%increase in visitation. Qur infrastructure, especially
boat | aunchi ng, parking and confort facilities have not kept pace with the demand of
our visiting public. Infrastructure inprovenments to neet chall enges of evol ving

t echnol ogi es in comuni cations, energy, and resource conservation and the public demand
for recreational opportunities is a key conmponent of our success.

Am stad National Recreation Area will construct a Visitor Center that will provide
visitor services and support functions for Am stad National Recreation Area. The
Visitor Center will provide interpretive exhibits and progranms focusing on the

prehi storic Lower Pecos people, whose presence in the area dates back over 12,000
years.
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Site: AMS STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard
to which all other park systens aspire

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Am stad has only one partially-constructed hiking trail in the park that is
two miles in length. The project would extend this trail an additional 12
mles. A loop section of the bike trail will be constructed to ADA

st andards. Fourteen nodest interpretive wayside exhibits will be constructed
at various points along the trail. The trail will provide a safe |ocation
for park visitors to ride their bicycles. Park visitors are currently forced
to ride their bikes along paved roads where there is a risk of them being
struck by a passing vehicle. The trail is also intended to be available for
hi ki ng, wal ki ng, horseback riding, fanmlies, and school groups. The trai

wi |l nake | arge sections of the park easily available to the park visitor,
where currently a simlar hike would involve thrashing through brush and

cactus. The trail will also fill a sorely nissing aspect of the park, where
we are lacking in quality hiking trails. W currently have two % nile nature
trails, and one partially-conpleted two nmile hiking trail. This trail wll

extend our two mle trail to a fourteen mle trail

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: AMS STEWARDSHI P

Encourage children to be future conservationists.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The KEY Project engages 4th through 6th grade students fromthe San Feli pe-
Del Rio CISD (SFDRCISD) in the cultural and natural history of the Lower
Pecos Ri ver Region, which includes AMS. Through a partnership between AM S,
Shum a School, and Seminol e Canyon State Park and Historic Site (SCSP), KEY
i nvol ves an educational field trip to each location, in-classroomvisits by
AM S educators, and an annual two-day Archeol ogy Fair.

- Scientists of the Lower Pecos — 4th grade: Students travel to Shum a School
to participate in hands-on activities that teach science within the franework
of outdoor, environmental, and heritage education. Prior to the tripto
Shum a, AM S educators provide in-classroominstruction about the cul tural
and natural history of the region.

- Lessons on the Lake — 5th grade: Students board a houseboat provided by
Forever Resorts for a program conducted on Lake Amistad by AM S and t he
Shum a School. This houseboat field trip focuses on the geology, wildlife,
and ar cheol ogy of AM S.

- Sem nol e Canyon Explorers — 6th grade: Students travel to Sem nol e Canyon
State Park for a full day of educational activities |ed by Shuml a School and
AM S instructors.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: AMS RECREATI ON

Focus national, regional, and local tourismefforts to reach diverse audi ences
and young people and to attract visitors to |esser-known parks.

I ncrease visitation by 25 percent at |esser-known parks through a national
tourismeffort ainmed at hel ping people to discover the breadth of parks and
experi ences.

This project would provide the park with a floating facility on the surface
of the lake to be used prinmarily for school group outdoor education
activities, teacher educati on workshops, and public interpretive events.
This new facility would have a solid continuous floor on which would be a 16
ft by 20 ft air conditioned building with |aboratory conmponents including
sci ence | ab countertops and equi pnment, seating and tables as well as itens
needed for use by students engaged in an educational field trip. Bleachers
woul d be | ocated under the roof of this facility for group |ectures. A

si dewal k woul d be constructed leading to this floating facility and this

si dewal k woul d conply with ADA standards.

This floating nulti-use facility would also serve as a platformfor black
bass fishing tournanent weigh-in activities, which have becone a najor
visitor use activity at Amistad. It is felt by nmany experts that it would be
beneficial to the survivability of the fish to have the weigh-in facility
directly on the water

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: AMS EDUCATI ON

Cooperate with educators to provide curriculummaterials, high-quality prograns,
and park-based and online | earning.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

This project proposes to create a Lower Pecos Virtual Learning Center (LP
Virtual Learning Center) at the nationally award-w nning website Texas Beyond
H story (TBH) www. t exasbeyondhi story.net. TBH is a public education service
of the Texas Archeol ogi cal Research Laboratory (TARL) at the University of
Texas.

The goal of the LP Virtual Learning Center will be to share the worl d-class

cultural resources of the Lower Pecos River Region, including the AMS

ar cheol ogi cal collections housed at TARL, with the rest of the world via the
Web. AMS will work in partnership with TBH, TARL, Shum a School, and

Semi nol e Canyon State Park and Historic Site (SCSP) to create sophisticated

and conprehensive, online resources ained at educating school children, their
t eachers and the wi der public about the Lower Pecos. Each of these partners
shares AM S s goal of nmking the neaningful results of AM S-funded research

accessi ble to the public.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



